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COURT CASES |

Environmental

Protecting our environment
takes many forms, and the
council has a range of powers
and responsibilities to enable it

to fulfil this vital role, including
taking offenders to court.

ost of us live in a pleasant

environment, untroubled by

other people’s noise, smoke or

 litter. But it's reassuring to know

that when someone affects our

quality of life, or disturbs our
peace, action can be taken. The council will not
hesitate to prosecute people who commit such
environmental offences.

Although these cases cost the council time
and money to investigate, a successful
prosecution can result not only in a fine for the
defendant, but also the recovery of the
council’s costs.

Between 1 January and the middle of June
this year, the council carried out 17 successful
prosecutions ranging from littering, flytipping
and an abandoned vehicle, to dangerous dogs
and dog fouling. It recovered £2,809.72 in
costs and issued fines totalling over £4,000.

Here we show a selection of the cases since
January, with their outcomes.

SMOKE POLLUTION

Mr Ball was prosecuted for the®
offence of smoke pollution after
he caused ‘dark smoke’ to emit
from an_industrial estate on Normanby Road,
Scunthorpe™

The council interviewed him after he
admitted setting fire to a portakabin on
October 26, which resulted in the smoke.

He appeared before North Lincolnshire
Magistrates Court and was ordered to pay costs
of £483.50 and a victim surcharge of £15.

LITTERING

Mr Spencer was found guilty
of a littering offence after he
failed to pay a fixed penalty
notice for littering.

Mr Spencer already had a suspended 18
month prison term and community service .

The court was asked to consider the pending
suspended sentence but fortunately for Mr
Spencer, it was noticed that the offence of
littering had been committed before he was
given the suspended sentence.

This however led the magistrates to give Mr
Spencer a sentence of 40 hours unpaid work. He
was also ordered to pay £250 costs.

FLYTIPPING

Costs

£200

Alty's sister.

Mr Alty was summoned to North Lincolnshire Magistrates court for fly tipping.

Between 1 September 2007 and 28 December 2007, Mr Alty was found to have
deposited waste in black bin bags on land on Twigmoor Side Road, Messingham.
The waste had been found by a council officer on routine patrol and traced back to Mr
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DUTY OF CARE
Domestic waste disposal
The council prosecuted Miss

McCreight after flytipped rubbish was traced
back to her. She had paid two men to dispose

* of her waste after they called at her house

advertising their services. z

However Miss McCreight was charged under
the Environmental Protection Act 1990 as she
had failed to ensure that her household waste
was transferred to an authorised person.
Because of this, the rubbish was flytipped. Miss
McCreight pleaded guilty to the offence and
was fined £100, ordered to pay £150 costs and
a £15 victim surcharge.

WILFUL DAMAGE

The council took Mr A Tyzack
to court after he instructed a
man to cut down a sycamore tree
on his property. The tree was in the

designated conservation area of Kirton Lindsey
and was a significant and valuable part of the
local street scene. Both Mr Tyzack, and Mr
Huddleston whom he had hired to cut down
the tree, pleaded guilty and were fined £300
each. Each was ordered to pay costs of £200
and a £15 victim surcharge. Total: £515 each.

Mr Alty claimed he had gone to one of the council’s household recycling centres but found it
closed, so dumped the waste on the roadside as he had seen waste left there previously.
He was fined £300, ordered to pay £266.92 in costs and a £15 victim surcharge.



